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Tirana, 18/02/2026
STRENGHENED ALBANIAN-FRENCH COOPERATION IN THE ENERGY SECTOR: Korporata Elektroenergjitike Shqiptare (KESH sh.a), Electricité de France (EDF) and Agence Française de Développement (AFD) sign a Three party Partnership Agreement to develop an energy storage roadmap for the Albanian Operator.
In the context of the visit in Tirana of the French Minister Delegate for Foreign Trade and attractiveness, Mr. Nicolas Forissier, Albania and France have solidified their action-oriented partnership in the energy sector, with a support to KESH, the Albanian public electricity generation utility, in line with Albania’s priorities under its Green Agenda and EU accession roadmap.
Through a EUR 400 000 support, AFD supports a technical partnership between the French company EDF and KESH to transfer French know-how for assisting KESH in the evaluation and integration of energy storage solutions.
By fostering closer ties between KESH and EDF, this agreement sets the stage for cutting-edge cooperation in energy storage in order to develop storage capacity through the assessment and identification of the most suitable energy storage technologies for integration within the existing infrastructure.
This partnership aims to enhance operational efficiency, renewable integration, climate resilience, and long-term sustainability of Albania’s hydropower resources and assets.
Through this cooperation, France reaffirms its support to Albania’s EU integration and energy transition goals through strategic investments’ development.
The agreement also aligns with AFD’s mandate to support green energy and technological innovation in the Western Balkans, in line with Albania’s EU perspective. 
Ms Viola Haxhiademi, Administrator of KESH sh.a, and Mr. Cyrille Bellier, Director of Europe, Middle-East, Asia Department for AFD, affirmed this commitment in the presence of the French Minister Delegate for Foreign Trade and attractiveness Mr. Nicolas Forissier, and the French Ambassador in Albania, Mrs. Catherine Suard.
During the signing ceremony, Mr. Forissier underlined that this Agreement demonstrates both that Albania is a priority for France but also the willingness of the French government to mobilize all its operators and financing tools to help the country in its European convergence and EU integration process”.
Ms Haxhiademi also noted that the study and the pear-to-pear collaboration with EDF come on a crucial moment for KESH, because the energy sources are growing fast and it is important KESH to have a clare picture on storage capacities in order to better manage all the sources, but also for Albania who is working to close chapters and integrate EU by 2030. 
 
About KESH
Korporata Elektroenergjitike Shqiptare (KESH sh.a) is a joint stock company fully owned by the Government of Albania. KESH operates major hydroelectric power plants including those on the Drin River Cascade. KESH manages water resources for electricity generation and flood control and ensures electricity production to meet national consumption needs ensuring security of supply and system stability. KESH remains a pillar of Albania’s energy system. 
About EDF CI2T (EDF Group)  
EDF CI2T (Thermal & Transmission Engineering Center), is EDF (Electricité de France) specialized French engineering center providing design, construction, operation and maintenance services for low carbon thermal generation and high-voltage power transmission systems. CI2T operates in over 40 countries, providing engineering services to bring flexibility and enable the decarbonization of Power Systems, focusing on transmission infrastructures, storage solutions and electric systems studies. 

About AFD
AFD Group contributes to the implementation of the policies of France in favor of sustainable development and international solidarity. The Group includes Agence Française de Développement (AFD), which finances the public sector, NGOs, research and training; its subsidiary Proparco, which is dedicated to the private sector; and Expertise France, a technical cooperation agency. The Group finances, supports and accelerates the transitions needed for a fairer, more resilient world. AFD Group is present in the Western Balkans since 2019 and has been given a mandate to support countries in the region to meet EU standards and implement the Paris Agreement on climate change towards an inclusive and low-carbon growth trajectory. Since then, more than €1.6 billion has been committed by AFD Group in the Western Balkans region, of which more than €500 million in Albania.
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